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CURRICULUM 
CONNECTIONS
2019-2020

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

Curriculum Connections offers 
information on Theatre Calgary’s 
weekday Student Matinees. For each 
play, we identify connections to the 
provincial curriculum in a range of 
grades and subjects. As well, we 
provide some thematic details to 
help you choose the best plays for 
your class.
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL

THE LOUDER WE GET

Admissions

MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET

PROGRAM INFORMATION

• For every 15 seats purchased, 
   your group receives one free 
   chaperone seat.
• Seating is non-ticketed and will be 
   assigned based on your group size,    
   the day of performance
• Lobby doors open at 10:45, with an 
   11:30 AM performance start time.
• Please be ready with your group at 
   10:45 to enter the theatre.
• Reading copies of play scripts can 
   be made available upon request.
• Theatre Calgary’s Play Guides can 
   be found on our website closer to 
   your show date. They feature 
   background information, artist 
   interviews, and discussion 
   questions for each play.
• Every student matinee performance 
   is followed by a talkback with 
   performers from the show.

Theatre Calgary’s student matinee 
performances are made possible by the 
support of our corporate sponsors:

CONTACT

for booking and other inquiries

students@theatrecalgary.com

For more information about 
our Student Matinees,
visit our website.

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
2019-2020 was created by:

Heather Harrington, 
Calgary Board of Education (retired)

$20/ticket

$25/ticket

$25/ticket

$20/ticket

$25/ticket



NOISES OFF
STUDENT MATINEE

OCT

3

SUItABLE FOR

GRADES 7 - 10

THEMES AND MOTIFSBy Michael Frayn
Directed by Mark Bellamy

the humour created by chaos the relationship between the farce of the 
theatre and the farce that is life mistaken identity the comedy of errors 
within one’s life misunderstanding leads to misdirection when solving 
problems use of puns to create humour the symbolism in motifs of farce 
the use of “play within a play” as a structural strategy the use of sarcasm 
to create character and humour use of physical humour and slapstick to 
create humour and define conflict use of double entendre and play on 
words how the irony can define misunderstanding

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

• E.L.A. 7-11: G.O. 1 2, 3, 5
• Drama 7-11: Goals 1, 11, 111
• Tech Theatre: Awareness 1, 2, 3, 5
• Health and Life Skills 7-9:  Goals R 4,5,6,7
• CALM 20: G.O. 1, 2, 3
• Personal Psychology 20: Themes 2, 3, 7
• General Psychology 20: Theme 4 (c, d, e, f); Theme 7 (b ,f)

• Sociological Institutions 20:  Theme 4 (a, c)

Set and Lighting Anton de Groot
Costumes Deitra Kalyn
Voice and Dialect Coach 
Jane MacFarlane
Fight Director Karl H. Sine

What typically goes on behind the 
scenes? Witness a group of actors 
humorously navigate their rehearsal 
just hours before performing British 
sex comedy “Nothing On.” This is an 
exhilarating farce with banter that 
will have you laughing until it hurts 
and wondering if you’ve ever seen so 
many sardines. Often referred to as 
one of the best farces ever written, 
Noises Off is witty and elegant, 
striking comedic-gold with unlimited 
energy and precise timing.

2Noises Off is presented by special arrangement 
with Samuel French, Inc.



A CHRISTMAS CAROL
STUDENT MATINEEs

NOV

26

SUItABLE FOR

GRADES 4 - 12NOV

27
DEC

3
DEC

5

THEMES AND MOTIFSBy CHarles Dickens
adapted for the stage by
geoffrey simon brown
directed by stafford arima

the Victorian era in London, England Industrial capitalism in the 19th 
century the effect of greed the negative influence of class structure 
inequality the devastating effects of poverty on individuals and society 
the results of personal and social ignorance the nature of charity the 
importance of empathy the significance of people’s responsibility to others 
emotional and personal growth through experience the nature and root 
of happiness the effect of choice and opportunity regret forgiveness and 
the importance of making amends family bonds the power of fairy tales as 
a learning vehicle

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

• E.L.A. 4-12:  G.O. 1, 2, 3, 5
• Drama 4-9: Goals 1, 111
• Drama 6: Story Theatre —Interpretive Skills, Enjoyment of Theatre 
• Drama 10, 20, 30: Goals 1, 11, 111
• Social Studies 4-9: Skills 1, 2, 4, 5, 6
• Health and Life Skills 4-9:  
   Relationship Choices R 4.1, 4.5, 5.1, 5.5, 6.1 6.2, 6.4, 6.5, 7.5, 7.8,8.5, 8.6, 8.9, 9.5
• CALM 20: G.O. 1, 2, 3
• Esthetics 20-4: SO. Theatrical Makeup
• Contemporary Western Philosophy 20: Content 7
• Philosophy of Man 30: Objective 5, 6; Content 3, 4, 5
• Personal Psychology 20: Theme 2, 3(a, e, f)
• General Psychology 20: Theme 2
• General Sociology 20: Theme 3
• Sociological Institutions 20: Themes 2, 4, 5
• Art Gr 6: Component 3, 8 (Purpose 2)
• Art Gr 7: Transformations Through Time and Culture

Associate Director Haysam Kadri
Choreographer Jesse Robb
Set, Projections & Video Scott Reid
Costumes Deitra Kalyn
Lighting Michael Walton
Composer Allison Lynch
Dramaturg Jenna Turk

It’s a frigid Christmas Eve and with a 
heart as cold as the freezing London 
winter, Ebenezer Scrooge is paid a 
visit from the spirits of Christmas 
Past, Present and Yet to Come, and 
is forced to finally confront how his 
actions have affected others and 
where they are leading him.

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
as adapted for the stage by Geoffrey Simon Brown 
is produced by permission of the Author and 
Marquis Literary (Colin Rivers) www.mqlit.ca
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THE LOUDER WE GET
STUDENT MATINEEs

FEB

6

SUItABLE FOR

GRADES 9 - 12FEB

12
FEB

19

THEMES AND MOTIFSBook by kent staines
lyrics akiva romer-segal
music colleen dauncey
Directed by Lonny Price

social change continued discrimination the effects of fear on people’s 
values the relationship between church and public institutions in 
Canada small town morals the importance of courage when challenging 
societal misunderstandings human rights-the need for and laws around 
peer pressure  team support as a vehicle for change—there is power in 
numbers the importance of holding values and standing for them when 
justice challenges tradition the struggle for equality the battle to 
challenge tradition the corruption which can result from power

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

• E.L.A. 9-12:  G.O. 1, 2, 3, 5
• Drama 9: Goals 1, 3
• Theatre Studies Level 11
• Tech Theatre: Awareness 1,2,3,5
• Theatre History: Level 1, 11
• Instrumental Music  9-12: Expectations: Listening, Valuing
• Choral Music 9-12: Component: Aural, Theoretical, Interpretation
• General Music 10, 20, 30: Specific Outcomes A, B, C
• Health and Life Skills 9: Goals R1, 2, 7, 8
• CALM 20: G.O. 1, 3
• Religious Ethics 20:  Content 1, 2, 4, 5
• Religious Meaning 20: Content 1, 2
• World Religions 30: Content 5
• Social Studies 9: G.O. 9.1, 9S1, 9S2, 9S4, 9S6
• Social Studies 10-12: Social Participation as a Democratic Process
• Anthropology 30: Themes-Cultural change
• Origins of Western Philosophy 20: Content 3, 6
• Contemporary Western Philosophy 20:  Content 2, 7
• Philosophies of Man 30: Content 4
• Political Thinking 20: Content 3
• Comparative Government 20: Content 2

Associate Director Matt Cowart
Music Director Joshua Zecher-Ross
Choreograhper Rebecc Howell
Orchestrations Justin Goldner
Set James Noone
Costumes Cory Sincennes
Lighting Jason Hand
Sound Joshua D. Reid
Assistant Choreographer Lia Given

Destined for Broadway, this dazzling 
musical follows the compelling and 
inspirational true story of Marc 
Hall as he navigates the Catholic 
school system to fight for his right 
to take his boyfriend to prom. With 
colourful pop-inspired songs and 
heart-warming unity, you won’t want 
to miss this electric love story at 
Theatre Calgary.

Based on the True Story of Marc Hall

Theatre Calgary in association with Mary Young Leckie presents
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ADMISSIONS
STUDENT MATINEE

APR

2

SUItABLE FOR

GRADES 9 - 12

5

THEMES AND MOTIFSBY JOSHUA HARMON
Directed by Jamie Dunsdon

the culture of private school the nature of entitlement the need for diversity 
academic pressure the nature and result of hypocrisy power corrupts the 
power and destructiveness of jealousy facing our values and beliefs the 
need to justify our actions the effects of a changing culture questioning the 
meaning of justice the difference between fairness and equality the need 
to live according to our purported values Acknowledging the difference 
between our personal and public beliefs the difference between what we 
say and what we do creating image the result of decisions based on individual 
agenda the ease and result of corruption in public institutions use of irony 
to demonstrate the contradictions in society

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

• E.L.A. 9-12:  G.O. 1, 2, 3, 5
• Drama 9: Goals 1, 3
• Theatre Studies: Level 11
• Tech Theatre: Awareness 1, 2, 3, 5
• Theatre History:  Level 1, 11
• Drama 10-12: Goals 1, 11, 111
• Health and Life Skills 9: Content-R1,3,6,7,8
• CALM 20: G.O. 1,3
• Culture and Physical Anthropology 30: Theme 5
• Origins of Western Philosophy 20: Content 2, 7
• Contemporary Western Philosophy 20: Theme 2, 3
• Philosophies of Man 30: Theme 4
• Personal Psychology 20: Theme 2, 3
• General Psychology 20: Themes 5, 6
• General Sociology 20: Themes 2, 3
• Sociological Institutions 20: Theme 2, 4, 5
• Applied Sociology 30: Theme 4

Set Andy Moro
Costumes Victoria Krawchuk
Lighting Scott Reid

As the admissions director at a New 
England prep school, Sherri Rosen-
Mason aims to change the school 
for the better through increasing 
inclusivity and diversity. When
her son and his Black American best 
friend both apply to Yale, Sherri’s 
vision for her son’s future gets in 
the way of her liberal, white beliefs. 
Admissions is yet another stunning, 
raw, honest and hilarious depiction 
of humanity by Joshua Harmon, the 
author of Bad Jews.

Admissions is presented by special arrangement 
with Samuel French, Inc.
Originally produced by Lincoln Center Theater,
New York City, 2018



MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET
STUDENT MATINEEs

MAY

6

SUItABLE FOR

GRADES 7 - 12MAY

14
MAY

21

6

THEMES AND MOTIFSBook by colin escott 
and floyd mutrux
original concept and direction by 
floyd mutrux
inspired by elvis presley, johnny cash, 
jerry lee lewis and carl perkins

Directed by Dean Paul Gibson

dramatization of history the power of reunions the history of Sun Records 
the passion behind artistic creativity the history of Rock and Roll as a 
cultural revolution the power of hindsight to clarify events ambition and 
hard workfollowing one’s dreamscelebration of the power of Rock and 
roll music and its effect on society re-evaluating the meaning and effect 
of past on the present the power of nostalgia and memory in understanding 
our lives the pragmatic nature of business the nature and diversity of 
talent the use of dialect to create context

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

• E.L.A 9-12: G.O. 1, 2, 3, 5
• Drama 9-12: Goals 1, 11, 111
• Tech Theatre 9: Awareness 1, 2, 3, 5
• Music 9-12: Goals-Listening, Valuing
• Health 9: Goals: R9.1, 9.2, 9.6, 9.8; L9.3
• Culture and Physical Anthropology 30: Theme 5
• Origins of Western Philosophy 20: Content 6
• Philosophies of Man 30: Content 3, 4
• Personal Psychology 20: Theme 2, 3(e,f), 4 (a), 5, 6 (f,g), 7 (b)
• General Psychology 20: Theme 5
• General Sociology 20: Theme 2, 3
• Sociological Institutions 20: Theme 2, 4, 5
• Applied Sociology 30: Theme 2 (c), 3 (b), 4 (a, b)

Music Director Joe Slabe
Choreographer Katharine Zaborsky
Set and Projections Scott Reid
Costumes Deitra Kalyn
Lighting Alan Brodie
Sound Brad Danyluk

Four rock n’ roll legends are brought 
together in Memphis Tennessee at 
Sun Record Studios for an impromptu 
jam session. Prepare for a blast from 
the past! It’s December 4, 1956, 
you are in the recording studio with 
Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl 
Perkins and Elvis Presley. You see 
them play together for the first and 
only time. These nostalgic rock n’
roll classics will have you wanting to 
jump out of your seat to dance.


