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the louder we get development history

Prom Queen: The Musical was developed at the Canadian Music Theatre 
Project, Michael Rubinoff, Producer in 2014 at Sheridan College in 
Oakville, Ontario, Canada.

Originally produced (as Prom Queen) by The Segal Centre for 
Performing Arts (Lisa Rubin, Artistic and Executive Director; Jon 
Rondeau, General Manager) in Montreal. Opened on October 27, 2016, 
directed by Marcia Kash.

Prom Queen: The Musical was presented at the National Alliance for 
Musical Theatre’s Festival of New Musicals in New York in 2017. 
https://namt.org

Prom Queen: The Musical was developed in part at the Johnny Mercer 
Writers Colony at Goodspeed Musicals in 2018.
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England on July 2, 2018, directed by Paul Taylor-Mills.
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Council, Canada Council for the Arts, and Citadel Theatre’s Play 
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Canadian Music Theatre Project at Sheridan College, Oakville, with the 
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THE BASICS
CAST & CREATIVE TEAM
in order of appearance

marc hall
evan kinnane

emily hall
kira guloien

audy hall
lee macdougall

mrs. warrick
naomi costain

ensemble
ryan maschke

ensemble, dance captain
alexandra gratton

ensemble
roel suasin

ensemble
sara hinding

napoleon
jamie mayers

triple
joel schaefer

kristal
devin cecchetto

tiff
isidora kecman

carly montevera
katie mcmillan

miss lawrence, roxy
rielle braid

jason powers
nick dolan

mike shields
glen mills

father hopkins, hank
scott olynek

otis day
fionn laird

peggy demarco
alexa elser

boomer bronson
kolton stewart

lucinda pilcher, judge
deann degruijter

lonnie wynn
thom allison

paul vincent
kevin corey

stage manager
jennifer swan

assistant stage manager
sara turner

assistant stage manager
kennedy greene

head of lighting
catharine crumb

head of sound
bronwyn bowlby

head stage carpenter
scott morris

head dresser
rachel michelle sheridan

head of video
dan plumtree

head of wigs
brenda boutet

assistant head stage 
carpenter
andrew kerr

stage hands
melissa labine, 
josh semos, 
geoff buchanan

follow spot operators
mike booth, 
trish herbert

rf technician
carissa sams

dressers/wigs
deborah day, 
mollie eliza robertson, 
tracy bain
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THE BASICS
MUSICAL NUMBERS

SAY YES................................................................................MARC & STUDENTS
SAY YES (REPRISE)......................................................................................MARC
SO RIGHT.................................................................................... MARC & JASON
INSIDE OUT..................................MARC, CARLY, KRISTAL, TIFF & ENSEMBLE
GAME FACE......................................................BOOMER, CARLY & STUDENTS
GAME FACE (REPRISE)..........................................................................BOOMER
INFINITE.........................................................................................................MARC
THE LOUDER WE GET............................JASON, CARLY, MARC & STUDENTS

act I

WYNN................................................................................LONNIE & STUDENTS
THE OLD YOU.........................................................................CARLY & BOOMER
MOTHER MARY............................................................................................EMILY
SMILE FOR THE CAMERA................................................LONNIE & ENSEMBLE
SMILE FOR THE CAMERA (REPRISE).......................................................JASON
INFINITE (REPRISE)......................................................................................AUDY
NO EXCEPTIONS...................................................MARC, CARLY & STUDENTS
WYNN (REPRISE)......................................................................................LONNIE
ONLY A BOY..................................................................................................MARC
SAY YES (REPRISE 2)..................................................................................JASON
THIS DANCE.........................................................................................COMPANY

act II
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conductor, keyboard
violin
viola
cello
bass

keyboard
guitar 1
guitar 2

drums/percussion

orchestra contractor

electronic music design 
and programming, 

incidental arrangements

joshua zecher-ross
laura reid
liza scriggins lowry
morag northey
aretha tillotson
mark limacher
darren young
carl janen
jeff fafard

dave reid

joshua zecher-ross

MUSICIANS
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THE BASICS
SYNOPSIS
It’s graduation time and Marc Hall wants nothing more than to take his boyfriend to the prom. The only
problem is the Principal and the School Board Trustees won’t allow it under any circumstances.
Suddenly, Marc finds himself fighting not only for his right to choose his prom date, but also for the right
to be different and have his voice heard. The media swarms and turns him into an unlikely activist for
gay teens everywhere. The Superior Court of Ontario gets involved, and all eyes are on him...But will Marc have
the courage to face the battle ahead? This feel-good story of a young boy who overcomes prejudice and
preconceptions will leave no one indifferent.

marc hall
A gay teen, an idealist, eager 
for his life to begin

jason powers
Marc’s working-class boyfriend

emily hall
Marc’s Acadian Mom. 
A feisty woman of faith

audy hall
Marc’s strong and silent 
working-class Dad

carly montevera
Marc’s best friend, a firecracker 
who likes to take charge

boomer bronson
A “bad boy” who’s smitten 
with Carly

napoleon
A movie geek

triple
A computer nerd

kristal
Carly’s friend, an angry 
amateur actress

tiffany (tiff)
Carly’s pragmatic friend, a stage 
manager

otis day
A righteous religious student, with 
a secret

mr. warrick
An uncompromising principal

miss lawrence
A quirky teacher with liberal 
religious views

father hopkins
A priest with conservative 
religious views

WHO’S WHO
lucinda pilcher
The earnest schoolboard 
representative

lonnie wynn
Marc’s overly vain lawyer

paul vincent
The schoolboard’s tough lawyer

mike shields
A factory worker and union 
representative

hank
A young Dad and factory worker
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explorations
OUR PAST MATTERS
a lgbtqa2s+ history of calgary | by kevin allen, research lead, calgary gay history project

1939 The Pansy Club, a jointly rented apartment by a group of gay men, 
is found by Calgary Police.

1942 12 men are investigated and convicted in a “homosexual sex ring” 
in Edmonton.

1952 Homosexuality is officially classified as a mental disorder by the 
American Psychiatric Association and treated as a disability.

The Canadian Government formally bans gay and lesbian immigrants.

1957 The Wolfenden Report in the U.K. recommends 
decriminalizing homosexuality.

1960 A gay Calgary bus driver, Everett Klippert, is convicted of gross 
indecency for the first time.

1963 The Canadian Government develops the “Fruit Machine,” a gay 
detection machine to test on the public service. The RCMP targets 
over 9000 Canadians.

1965 The Cecil Hotel is the bar for lesbians, and the Palliser Hotel’s 
Kings Arms Tavern is the bar for gay men in downtown Calgary. 
Customers have to be discrete.

1967 Everett Klippert is ruled a dangerous sexual offender by the Supreme 
Court of Canada and incarcerated for life. Pierre Trudeau says: 
“Take this thing on homosexuality, I think the view we take here is that 
there’s no place for the state in the bedrooms of the nation.”

1969 Homosexuality is partially decriminalized in Canada 
by the Trudeau Government.

1970 Club Carousel begins: 
Calgary’s first community gay club at 1207 1 St. S.W.

1972 A Gay Liberation Front chapter is started at U of C by 
grad student Rick Sullivan.

1973 Homosexuality is removed from the American Psychiatric 
Association’s list of Mental Disorders.

1975 Gay Information and Resources Calgary (GIRC) is founded: 
Calgary’s first local gay peer support organization.
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1978 Canada gets a new Immigration Act. Under the new act, 
homosexuals are removed from the list of inadmissible classes.

The Alberta School Trustees Association pass a resolution requesting 
that the provincial government not prevent local school boards from 
dealing with proven incidents of homosexuality.

1980 Gay Information and Resources Calgary (GIRC) hosts the annual 
National Gay Rights Conference.

1981 Newly elected Calgary Mayor Ralph Klein proclaims he is a mayor for 
everyone, including the gay community. He quickly distances himself 
from gays due to public outcry.

1985 A survey of 6500 Canadian male soldiers finds that 62% would refuse 
to share showers, undress or sleep in the same room as a gay soldier.

1983 The first case of AIDS is reported in Calgary. Thousands will die 
in Canada and Calgary will record the fourth-highest death toll  
after Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal.

1988 The United Church of Canada, the country’s largest Protestant 
denomination, votes to ordain homosexuals.

1989 For the first time, a Canadian court accepts sexual orientation 
as a prohibited ground of discrimination under the Canadian 
Charter in Ontario.

1990 Speak Sebastian Gay Radio Program begins on CJSW.

The Calgary Lesbian and Gay Political Action Guild (CLAGPAG) hosts 
the first gay pride rally in Central Memorial Park.

1991 CLAGPAG hosts Calgary’s first Pride Parade. Mayor Al Duerr 
famously proclaims gay pride week in Calgary but then denies future 
proclamations due to public pressure.

Theatre Calgary stages a gay-themed play, The Sum of Us, which is so 
successful it travels to Toronto after its Calgary run.

1992 LGBT people are allowed to serve openly in the Canadian Military.

1996 There is a firestorm of controversy when Alberta Theatre Projects 
mounts Angels in America. The show proves to be one of the best-
selling plays in the company’s history.

1998 The Alberta Individual Rights Protection Act does not include sexual 
orientation as prohibited grounds for discrimination until a Supreme 
Court case forces it to be included (Vriend vs. Alberta).

1999 The Fairy Tales Queer Film Festival is founded.
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explorations
OUR PAST MATTERS CONTINUED

2009 Pride Calgary moves the parade from June to the September 
long weekend, and transitions from a grassroots collective to an 
incorporated non-profit society.

2011 Mayor Naheed Nenshi is the first Calgary mayor to march in Pride 
Parade, and is Parade Marshall that year, making national headlines.

2012 Wildrose candidate predicts ‘eternity in the lake of fire’ for gays 
and lesbians; sabotaging a predicted Wildrose victory in the 
Alberta Provincial Election.

2017 Transgender rights proclaimed in the Canadian Human Rights Act 
and the Criminal Code. Bill C 16 passes protecting gender identity and 
expression as prohibited grounds for discrimination.

2001 Former Conservative Prime Minister, Joe Clark, 
is Calgary’s Pride Parade Marshall.

2002 Marc Hall fights a successful legal battle against the Durham Catholic 
District School Board to bring a same-sex date to his high school prom. 
The case makes Canadian and international headlines.

Goliath’s, a gay bathhouse in Calgary, is raided for being a common 
bawdy house. The Crown stays the charges in 2005, citing changing 
community standards.

2005 Same-sex marriage is legalized in Canada. A minority Liberal 
Government passes Bill C-38, titled Law on Civil Marriage, in a 
158-133 vote, supported by most members of the Liberal party, 
the Bloc Québécois and the NDP.

cecil hotel sign - photo by del rath

club carousel patch - calgary gay history project

girc flyer - calgary gay history project

1991 calgary pride parade newspaper clipping - calgary gay history project

gordon pinsent & ted atherton in theatre calgary’s production of the sum of us 
(1991). photo by trudie lee

alberta theatre project’s production of angels in america (1997) - photo by trudie lee 
(glenbow archives m-9760-70-14-1

delwin vriend (right) gets a congratulatory kiss from partner andrew gagnon at 
a post-verdict rally at the edmonton legislature - via calgary gay history project, 
photo by the canadian press/kevin frayer

joe clark in calgary’s pride parade, 2001 - photo by grant neufeld

marc hall with his-then boyfriend jean-paul dumond in 2002 - photo by aaron 
harris/canadian press

mayor naheed nenshi leads the pride parade in calgary, alberta, sept 4, 2011 - photo 
by todd korol for the globe and mail
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Colleen Dauncey and Akiva Romer-
Segal, the music and lyrics team 

for The Louder We Get, were destined 
to create music together. The duo first 
met at Henry Wise Wood High School 
in Calgary through the drama program, 
where they sat right next to each other on 
the first day, and became fast friends.

Both Colleen and Akiva grew up with 
families who embraced the arts. Colleen 
was raised in a musical household, with 
parents who were both musicians and 
school teachers. Akiva’s parents were 
also both teachers, and as a family, 
they attended the theatre, opera, art 
exhibitions and museums together. Both 
of their early experiences with art and 
music piqued their interest in pursuing 
careers in the arts.

Following high school, the pair went their 
separate ways. Colleen began her degree 
in International Business at the University 
of Calgary while Akiva pursued a career 
in Set and Costume Design at Ryerson 
University in Toronto.

Once Colleen graduated, she made a move 
to Quebec to become fully fluent in French, 
complementing her pursuit of a career in 
international business. During this time, 
Akiva began meeting artists in Toronto 
through the musical theatre and cabaret 
scene. One night Akiva attended a cabaret, 
and a certain performance set the stage for 
Colleen and Akiva’s partnership together.

“I connected to a performer that night, 
Sara Farb. I loved her voice and her unique 
musical sensibility, and I was inspired to 
write lyrics for her,” says Akiva. “Once I 
sent her a draft of a song, and she said if I
best friends and songwriting partners 
share their musical journey could have 
music written for my lyrics, she’d perform 
the song at her next cabaret.”

Akiva called his best friend in Quebec to 
share his dilemma. While Colleen had 
never considered a career writing musical 
theatre, she had been writing pop music 
as a passion project, so she suggested 
that she could try writing the music 
for Akiva’s lyrics. And that is when the 
musical writing team was born.

“We managed to write this song together 
using video chat. Me on my piano in 
Quebec, and Akiva on the other end in 
Toronto,” shares Colleen. “As promised, 
Sara Farb ended up performing our song 
at her next cabaret, and we started to get 
interest in our work.”

Shortly after, Colleen visited Akiva in 
Toronto, where she immediately fell in 
love with the artistic scene. She quit her 
job in Quebec and moved to Toronto one 
month later.

“We didn’t set out to do this, but the 
reaction to our work encouraged us 
to pursue this career together,” said 
Colleen. “The fact that we had set out on 
completely different paths and still ended 
up where we are now, in a career that 
challenges us and brings us so much joy…
it kind of makes me believe in destiny.”

Over the following decade, Colleen and 
Akiva would write more than 100 songs 
together and create the music for six full-
length musicals, including The Louder 
We Get. Colleen and Akiva’s success led 
them to meeting producer Mary Young 
Leckie and playwright Kent Staines of 
The Louder We Get.

“Mary and Kent met with us and told us 
about their idea for the project, and we 
were instantly intrigued,” said Colleen. 
“Marc’s story resonated with us. We went 
to high school at the same time as he 
did, so we followed the story when it was 
happening, and of course the themes of 
the show are meaningful to us.”

To make sure Colleen and Akiva were a 
good match for the production, they wrote 
three songs on spec, inspired by moments 
of Marc’s story. The first song they ever 
wrote is the title song of the show, The 
Louder We Get, along with Mother Mary 
and Inside Out. They performed these 
songs for Kent and Mary, and a few weeks 
later, they got the call that they had been 
selected.

Now after six years of working on the 
score, their vision has come to life on the 
Theatre Calgary stage.

“Writing a musical is a commitment, 
because it is such a collaborative art form, 
it takes a lot of time to hone it and make 
sure everyone involved is telling the same 
story,” states Akiva. “When you’re writing 

explorations
A DECADE IN 
THE MAKING:
best friends and songwriting 
partners share their musical journey

“WE’VE SPENT 
A LOT OF TIME SINGING 
THESE SONGS TO EACH 
OTHER IN A SMALL 
STUDIO APARTMENT, 
BUT NOW WE HAVE 
23 CAST MEMBERS 
SINGING THEM TO US, 
AND IT’S TRULY 
AMAZING TO BE 
HERE AT THEATRE 
CALGARY.”
colleen & akiva
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a new musical you need to make sure 
it’s something you’re passionate about, 
because it’s a story you’ll be telling for a 
long time.”

And passion is what has driven Colleen 
and Akiva to creating the inspiring music 
and lyrics for this production.

“We’ve been working on this project for 
years, and yes I get to write with my best 
friend, but it can sometimes be a lonely 
existence as a significant portion of our 
work is done in isolation,” shares Colleen. 
“We’ve spent a lot of time singing these 
songs to each other in a small studio 
apartment, but now we have 23 cast 
members singing them to us, and it’s truly 
amazing to be here at Theatre Calgary.”

Both reflect that the truth of this story is 
what inspired the music. Anytime they felt 

stuck along the way, they would always 
go back to Marc and his experience, and 
would frequently call him to ask what it 
was like going through certain parts of his 
journey. Each time, his words would help 
them move forward. They have kept the 
truth and essence of his story top of mind 
in the music they’ve created.

Both Akiva and Colleen hope the show 
has a meaningful impact on audiences, 
and that the messages resonate 
regardless of their generation.

“We sometimes forget a lot of these 
issues are still at the forefront, I want 
people to be able to see something on 
stage that may or may not be completely 
comfortable with, but recognize that this 
is a human being and their story,” said 
Colleen. “I hope the music helps people 
find a way to understand that someone 

like Marc is just trying to be a human with 
human rights, and that they walk away 
with more empathy.”

“I’d love for those who come into the 
show feeling voiceless and powerless to 
leave understanding the power they have 
to spark change,” states Akiva. “You’re not 
as voiceless or powerless as you 
may think. You matter. There are people 
who share those same concerns, and 
the same passion to inspire change. 
Change can start with an individual, grow 
to involve a community, and eventually 
affect the world.” 



explorations
TERMS TO KNOW
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       COMING OUT
A lifelong process of self-acceptance. 
People forge a LGBTQA2S+ identity 
first to themselves and then they may 
reveal it to others. Publicly sharing 
one’s identity may or may not be part of 
coming out.

DEMOCRATIC PROCESS
The democratic process assures 
that each member can think and act 
democratically. Fairness, respect 
of the rules, are produced by equal 
consideration, implying that some rights 
are fundamental to human existence 
and should not be alienated by any 
person or institutions.

       GALILEO GALILEI
An Italian astronomer and 
mathematician who was the first to 
use a telescope to study the stars. He 
is often referred to as the “father of 
observational astronomy.”

INJUNCTION
A judicial order that restrains a person 
from beginning or continuing an action 
threatening or invading the legal right 
of another, or that compels a person to 
carry out a certain act.

LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION
A document in which the writer 
assesses the qualities, characteristics, 
and capabilities of the person being 
recommended for a job, scholarship, 
or admission into institutions of higher 
education.

LIBERTINE
A person who rejects accepted opinions 
in matters of religion.

MON DIEU!
French for “my God!” Often used to 
express surprise, exhaustion or disgust.

MON LOUP
A French term of endearment that 
means “my wolf.” In The Louder We 
Get, it is used towards Marc Hall by his 
mother, Emily Hall.

NON DUCOR, DUCO
A latin phrase meaning 
“I am not led, I lead.”

       NORTH STAR
The North Star, or Polaris, is the 
brightest star in the Ursa Minor 
constellation (also known as the Little 
Dipper). Since Polaris lies nearly in a 
direct line with the Earth’s rotational 
axis above the North Pole, Polaris 
stands almost motionless in the sky 
while all the stars appear to rotate 
around it. It makes an excellent 
fixed point from which to draw 
measurements for navigation.

ONTARIO SUPERIOR COURT
A superior court in Ontario, sitting in 
52 locations accross the province. The 
Superior Court has inherent jurisdiction 
over civil, criminal and family law 
matters at common law. 

       PINK SLIP
A notice of dismissal from employment.

       PROM
A formal dance held by a high school at 
the end of the academic year, typically 
for students in their junior or senior year.

       PROMPOSAL
An elaborately staged request to be 
somone’s date to a prom.

SACRAMENT
A religious ceremony or ritual regarded 
as imparting divine grace (baptisms, the 
Eucharist etc.)

SCHOLARSHIP
A grant or payment made to support 
a student’s education, awarded on the 
basis of academic or other achievement.

SCHOOL BOARD
A local board or authority responsible 
for the provision and matinenance of 
schools. The elected council determines 
the educational policy in a small 
regional area, such as a city, county, 
state, or province.

SIN
An immoral act considered to be a 
transgression against divine law.

TABARNAK
Meaning “tabernacle” in French, it is 
considered to be  the most profane 
sacre (swear word) that can be heard in 
Québécois.

krakow pride parade (2018) - 
wikimedia commons

portrait of galileo galilei by 
justus sustermans (1640)

stars around polaris (2006) - photo by 
steve ryan - wikimedia commons
 
pink slip - public domain via flickr

crowded dancefloor - 
wikimedia commons

promposal - photo by mike sebazco



2

3

5

4

6

1



the louder we get play guide	 16

When we look back to grade 12, most 
of us do not have the memory of 

filing a court injunction to bring our date 
to prom. For former Ontario native Marc 
Hall, that is exactly what his senior year 
at Monsignor John Pereyma Catholic 
Secondary School looked like in 2002.

Towards the end of Grade 11, the 
excitement of prom began to build. 
Everyone is abuzz with the usual topics of 
themes, what to wear, who will you dance 
with, and of course, who will you bring to 
prom. Marc had been dating his boyfriend, 
Jean-Paul (JP) Dumond, for about one 
year and wanted JP to be his date. While 
Marc took into account he attended a 
Catholic school, he also knew his teachers 
and mentors to be liberal, and never 
thought bringing his boyfriend to prom 
would be an issue. Marc confided in his 
grade 11 English teacher who agreed with 
Marc but offered to ask on his behalf.

The summer passed and the new school 
year had begun, and while Marc never 

heard back from his teacher he had 
forgotten all about it. That was until 
January 2002 hit, and the topic of 
prom resurfaced. He began visiting the 
Principal’s office to speak with him about 
his prom date, but continued to be told 
the Principal was busy or wasn’t there, 
and after multiple attempts, he could see 
that his Principal was avoiding him. Then 
one day during class, Marc was called 
to the Principal’s office, and he knew 
immediately what it was about.

“My Principal sat across me and told me 
the School Board had denied my request to 
bring my boyfriend to prom stating, ‘they 
cannot condone homosexual behaviour’. 
I was shocked and devastated, and could 
not find the words to respond,” said Marc. 
“My school was my second home, it’s 
where we spend most of our time next to 
our family homes. I couldn’t believe I was 
rejected by them for being myself.”

But this didn’t stop Marc. After sharing 
what happened with his parents, they 

scheduled a meeting together with the 
Principal. This time Marc came prepared 
with a speech to defend himself and his 
position, and with his parents alongside 
him, he believed this would be the end of it. 
But Marc was once again told he would not 
be allowed to bring his boyfriend to prom.

Marc was upset and feeling defeated. 
He called his friend best friend Cassy 
(known as Carly in the production) to the 
office. This marked a pivotal moment in 
Marc’s journey. After Cassy and friends 
heard how the school had reacted, 
they came together over the weekend 
creating a website sharing Marc’s story, 
including his speech he shared with the 
Principal, welcoming feedback from the 
public realm on his situation. Marc’s 
friends surprised him with the website 
on Monday, and watched the website’s 
popularity grow. The hits kept coming in, 
attracting the attention of a radio reporter. 
At the young age of 17, he was nervous 
to speak to media, but decided to try one 
interview. Marc’s interview was a success, 
and from this moment, Marc’s story 
became prime time evening news. The 
interest in Marc’s story blew up.

explorations
“IF YOU LOOK HARD ENOUGH, 
THERE ARE PEOPLE THERE TO 
HELP AND SUPPORT YOU.”
marc hall, the true life hero, shares his journey of what happens when you get loud

“AND TO ANYONE 
WHO IS STRUGGLING, 
WHATEVER YOU’RE 
GOING THROUGH, THIS 
IS A REMINDER THAT 
YOU’RE NOT ALONE.”
marc hall

marc hall with his-then boyfriend jean-paul dumond in 2002 - toronto star file photo
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“The following days at school were 
a media circus. There were cameras, 
reporters running around, satellite trucks 
on the street, and my first reaction was 
to run and hide,” shared Marc. “Once 
lunch hour hit, reporters started to leave 
the school grounds, and there was one 
left outside. My best friend encouraged 
me to try one interview.”

After this moment, Marc learned quickly 
how to work with the media, taking 
daily scrums and interviews sharing his 
story and desire to be able to take his 
boyfriend to prom. It quickly grew from 
an Oshawa and Ontario story, to one 
that reached people across Canada. 
Marc was encouraged by the support 
of media, local politicians, community 
organizations and advocates, peers, 
friends and family, to continue to fight 
for his right to bring who he wanted to 
prom. It was this amazing outpouring of 
support from this network that gave him 
the strength to continue.

“I always say I was an accidental 
activist, not to diminish what I fought 
and stood for, but I was 17, I had only 
come out to my family one year prior to 
this, and facing all the media was 

nerve wracking. It was largely because 
of village standing behind me that I 
was able to overcome my fear and keep 
standing my ground.”

And while he had an entire community 
banding together, there were still many 
who held homophobic attitudes, and 
made it difficult for Marc to keep moving 
forward. He received death threats, 
hate mail, and threats against his 
family. When his family’s safety was in 
jeopardy, and he was considering ending 
his fight, he received a phone call from 
a teen who was reaching out to Marc 
for help. The boy hadn’t come out to 
his family, but shared that Marc’s story 
was giving him strength. Marc spoke to 
him for an hour, and a week or so later, 
he got a letter from this boy sharing he 
had come out to his family and it was all 
because of him. Marc realized what he 
was fighting for was bigger than himself.

Given the School Board continued to 
deny Marc’s request, and ignore his 
voice and the community of people 
behind him, his family made the 
decision to retain legal counsel. It was 
this lawyer who made Marc aware that 
his high school and the School Board 
had violated his human rights and had 
discriminated against him, and his case 
would be taken to court.

“My team of lawyers had two main 
tenants, one was the fact you cannot 
discriminate against tax payers’ children, 
and also their decision violated Section 
15 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
which states you cannot discriminate on 
the basis of sexual orientation.”

His lawyers knew they could win based 
on these arguments, but it was one 
month before the prom so they had to 
file an injunction, literally trial by fire. 
What followed was a series of cross-
examinations at the School Board. Marc 
remembers it was highly intimidating, 
as the room was full of people who told 
him ‘no’ and it was an environment 
where he didn’t feel safe.

But in the end, it all paid off. The court’s 
decision came three hours before 
the prom started. Marc could finally 
celebrate his prom with the person he 
wanted to.

Marc continues to share his story 
through motivational speaking with 
school groups, showing young people 
no matter what kind of struggle you’re 
going through, if you look hard enough, 
there are people there to help and 
support you. He also reminds people 
that what he accomplished was a large 
act of change, but it’s also about the 
small things you can do that can propel 
our society forward.

With The Louder We Get coming to life 
on the Theatre Calgary stage, Marc still 
finds it surreal.

“It’s incredible to be able to tell my 
story in this fun and beautiful way. Even 
though this happened 18 years ago, 
the story and the messages behind it 
are still relevant today. There are still 
individuals struggling with how to feel 
safe in today’s world being themselves.”

Marc is hopeful that this show helps 
audiences think critically about what’s 
happening around them. He hopes that 
people understand that while we have 
progressed a lot since 2002, we still 
have a long ways to go.

“And to anyone who is struggling, 
whatever you’re going through, this is a 
reminder that you’re not alone.” 

photo supplied by marc hall
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PRIDE1

LGBT activists in the U.K. work to help miners during their lengthy strike of the National Union of Mineworkers in 
the summer of 1984.
starring bill nighy, imelda staunton, dominic west

2014 | Feature Film | 14A | 1h 59m | Director Matthew Warchus

conversations
THE LOUDER WE GET MOVIE NIGHT

MILK2

The story of Harvey Milk, and his struggles as an American gay activist who fought for gay rights and became 
California’s first openly gay elected official.
starring sean penn, josh brolin, emile hirsch 

2008 | Feature Film | 14A | 2h 8m | Director Gus Van Sant
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moonlight3

A young African-American man grapples with his identity and sexuality while experiencing the everyday struggles of 
childhood, adolescence, and burgeoning adulthood.
starring mahershala ali, naomie harris, trevante rhodes

2016 | Feature Film | 14A | 1h 51m | Director Barry Jenkins

the adventures of priscilla, queen of the desert4

Two drag performers and a transgender woman travel across the desert to perform their unique style of cabaret.
starring hugo weaving, guy pearce, terence stamp
did you know? thom allison (lonnie wynn in the louder we get) had his braodway debut in the production of 
priscilla, queen of the desert - the musical

1994 | Feature Film | R | 1h 44m | Director Stephan Elliott

Boys Don’t Cry5

A young man named Brandon Teena navigates love, life, and being transgender in rural Nebraska.
starring hilary swank, chloë sevigny, peter sarsgaard

1999 | Feature Film | R | 1h 58m | Director Kimberly Peirce

brokeback mountain6

The story of a forbidden and secretive relationship between two cowboys, and their lives over the years.
starring jake gyllenhaal, heath ledger, michelle williams

2005 | Feature Film | 14A | 2h 14m | Director Ang Lee

Looking for more?
My Own Private Idaho (1991), Heavenly Creatures (1994), But I’m a Cheerleader (1999), Before Night Falls (2000), 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch (2001), Call Me By Your Name (2017), Carol (2015), Torchsong Trilogy (1988), Love, Simon (2018)
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conversations
FURTHER READING

will grayson, 
will grayson
by john green & 
david levithan

Will Grayson meets Will 
Grayson. One cold night, 
in a most unlikely corner 
of Chicago, two strangers 
are about to cross paths. 
From that moment on, their 
world will collide and lives 
intertwine.

2010
Fiction

on being different: 
What it means to 
be a homosexual
by merle miller

Just two years after the 
Stonewall riots, Merle Miller 
wrote an essay for the 
New York Times Magazine 
entitled “What It Means 
To Be a Homosexual” in 
response to a homophobic 
article in Harper’s Magazine. 
Miller’s writing, described 
as “the most widely read 
and discussed essay of 
the decade,” along with an 
afterword chronicling his 
inspiration and readers’ 
responses, became 
On Being Different — one 
of the earliest memoirs to 
affirm the importance of 
coming out.

1971
Biography

radical hope: 
letters of love 
and dissent in 
dangerous times
multiple authors

Provocative and inspiring, 
Radical Hope offers readers 
a kaleidoscopic view of the 
love and courage needed 
to navigate this time of 
upheaval, uncertainty, and 
fear, in view of the recent US 
presidential election.

2017
Collection of essays

tomorrow will be 
different: Love, 
loss, and the fight 
for trans equality
by sarah mcbride

A timely and captivating 
memoir about gender 
identity set against the 
backdrop of the transgender 
equality movement, by a 
leading activist and the 
National Press Secretary 
for the Human Rights 
Campaign, the nation’s 
largest LGBTQ civil rights 
organization.

2018
Biography
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party of one: A 
memoir in 21 songs
by dave holmes

Dave Holmes has spent his 
life on the periphery, nose 
pressed hopefully against 
the glass, wanting just one 
thing: to get inside. Growing 
up, he was the artsy son 
in the sporty family. At his 
all-boys high school and 
Catholic college, he was the 
closeted gay kid surrounded 
by crush-worthy straight 
guys. And in his twenties, in 
the middle of a disastrous 
career in advertising, he 
accidentally became an 
MTV VJ overnight when he 
finished second, naturally, in 
the Wanna Be a VJ contest, 
opening the door to fame, 
fortune, and celebrity—you 
know, almost.  

2006
Non-fiction

ask a queer chick: 
a guide to sex, 
love, and life for 
girls who dig girls
by lindsay king-miller

Based on the long-running 
and popular advice 
column for The Hairpin, 
but featuring entirely 
new content, Ask a Queer 
Chick cuts through all of 
the bizarre conditioning 
imparted by parents, 
romantic comedies, and 
The L Word to help queer 
readers and their straight/
cis friends navigate this 
changing world.

2016
Non-fiction

the naked civil 
servant
by quentin crisp

In 1931, gay liberation was 
not a movement—it was 
simply unthinkable. But in 
that year, Quentin Crisp 
made the courageous 
decision to “come out” 
as a homosexual. This 
exhibitionist with the henna-
dyed hair was harassed, 
ridiculed and beaten. 
Nevertheless, he claimed 
his right to be himself—
whatever the consequences.

1968
Non-fiction

sissy: a coming-
of-gender story
by jacob tobia

From Jacob’s Methodist 
childhood and the hallowed 
halls of Duke University to 
the portrait-laden parlors of 
the White House, Sissy takes 
you on a gender odyssey you 
won’t soon forget. Writing 
with the fierce honesty, 
wildly irreverent humor, 
and wrenching vulnerability 
that have made them a 
media sensation, Jacob 
shatters the long-held 
notion that people are easily 
sortable into “men” and 
“women.” Sissy guarantees 
that you’ll never think about 
gender--both other people’s 
people’s and your own--
the same way again.

2019
Fiction



conversations
CONVERSATION 
STARTERS
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In The Louder We Get, Marc Hall is surrounded by supportive friends, teachers, 
and his family. Who makes up your support system? How do they support you, 
and do they do so in different ways?

Do you agree with the court’s decision to allow Marc Hall to take Jason Powers 
to prom? Why or why not?

If you haven’t attended your prom or graduation yet, what are you looking 
forward to? What does it mean to you?

If you have attended, what was your prom or graduation like? Is there 
something that you would have done differently, someone else you would 
have taken as a date, etc.?

What does it mean to live life “authentically?” How important is 
self-expression to you?

Can you name something you truly believe in? What issue, cause, or 
belief makes you “get loud”?



“scorpio”, plate 23 in urania’s mirror, a set 
of celestial cards accompanied by a familiar 
treatise on astronomy ... by jehoshaphat aspin. 

London. astronomical chart, 1 print on 
layered paper board : etching, hand-colored. 

(1825) wikimedia commons


